
Bristol City Council Parks and Green Spaces 
A consultation with Young People, and a bench. 

 

 

Introduction 
Between 21st April and 25th May 2005 Once, a Bristol based arts company, 
were commissioned by Bristol City Council Parks Department to consult with 
young people aged 11 – 16 about parks and green spaces. We visited parks, 
green spaces and youth clubs in five areas of Bristol, to talk to young people 
about how they feel about the provision of parks in their local area, how they 
use them, what might stop them from using them, and what they felt was 
most important. This report will detail the methodology used, and examine the 
findings.  
 
The areas visited, selected by the Department, were as follows: Southmead; 
Horfield; Easton; Knowle West and Lawrence Weston.  
 

Methodology 
We commissioned a bench to be designed and made that we could transport to different 
parks and green spaces around the areas to be examined. The bench was to encourage 
social interaction, and be as flexible a space as possible, as well as being safe and sturdy. 
The resulting work was actually 3 benches without backs, which connected together in a 
triangle, providing a perfect opportunity to sit around and talk in a group when facing 
inwards, as well as allowing people to talk in smaller groups of two or three if facing 
outward. 
 
The idea was to talk to young people about parks and green spaces, how they feel about 
them, how they use them, etc. We would then go away and type up what people had told 
us, and fly post these stories and thoughts onto the bench. This would give the bench a 
sense of growth and development. It would also provide a method of communication for 
young people across the city. They would be able to read each other’s stories, and 
Parks & Green Spaces Consultation with Young People and a Bench  Once May 2005 
once@fsmail.net   07969 746720 1



comment upon them. They would reach a greater understanding of the similarities and 
differences between young people across the city. 
 
We decided not to use any form of intervention to record the stories. We felt strongly that 
the introduction of any media – be it paper and pens, minidisk and microphone, video 
camera, etc would inhibit people’s ability to talk and interact. It is our experience that use 
of any media for recording makes people feel that they must think of something “Important” 
to tell us. It gets in the way of the human interaction, and provides a possible area of 
diversion. We therefore chose to simply use our memories. We spoke to people, 
remembered what they had said, and in quiet moments went off individually and wrote 
down what had been said. 
 
The bench was extremely successful for attracting people’s attention and drawing them to 
us. We would encourage young people to help us put the benches together, using bolts 
and ratchets, which they really enjoyed. We pasted large maps of each area onto the 
bench, and this often proved an excellent starting point for discussion. As the number of 
stories posted onto the bench grew, and it began to look more interesting and colourful, 
more and more young people spent time reading other stories and asking us about the 
other areas we had visited. We also asked everyone we spoke to to sign our bench, 
creating a record of the many young people who had influenced the work, and allowing 
them to feel a sense of ownership and importance in the project.  
 

 
We had been asked to target 11 – 16 year olds, and the majority of the young people we 
spoke to were within that age bracket. We often discussed what school they went to, and 
what year they were in, to give us a clearer sense of their age. However, it is interesting to 
note that we inevitably also spoke to some older than 16 and some younger than 11. Often 
groups of friends would talk to us whose ages would vary greatly. Other times people were 
with older or younger brothers or sisters. It was necessary to expand and include people, 
and we found that they were often able to highlight and reflect upon the ways in which 
those older or younger than themselves used parks and green spaces.  
 
We spoke to people in a very open and responsive way. We allowed conversations to take 
natural courses and often talked about all sorts of other things as well as parks. This 
allowed the relationships between us and the young people to become developed and 
whole, and the young people to feel comfortable expressing their opinions to us. However, 
we based our questioning around these central questions, which matched the needs of 
Bristol Parks: 
 
− Where do you hang out? What parks do you go to? 
− What is the best park round here? Why? What is the worst? Why? 
− What’s your first memory of being in a park? 
− Can you remember a bad time in a park? 
− Can you tell me a story about a time you had in a park? 
− Can you tell me about a funny time in the park? 
− Who do you go to the park with? 
 
There were three workers present for each session, enabling us to have long and in depth 
conversations with the young people we met. We still found, however, that we got much 
richer and more detailed material from smaller groups. In most areas we visited a youth 
club, to ensure we spoke to young people who might not use parks and green spaces. 
This also ensured we were able to speak to a larger number of young people. However, 
we found it was more difficult to get young people to engage with the project in this setting. 
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They seemed to find it much easier to have thoughts and memories about parks and green 
spaces when they were in them. They could think of stories and were keen to debate. In a 
youth club setting this seemed to be more difficult for them. It should also be considered 
that there are more distractions in a youth club, they are more used to people coming in 
and ‘doing something’ with them, and they may be less familiar with the other young 
people present. The only area where we didn’t visit a youth club was Knowle West. Here 
we went out one evening with the Detached Team. This was very successful, as we were 
able to meet up with a well established group, who always meet the youth workers at that 
time and place each week, but also be right next to a green space which was the source 
and inspiration for many stories. 
 
The consultation took place over a very short period of time. We feel that overall this was 
positive. It gave the project a strong energy and life. As we were out with the bench for 
three half-day sessions each week it was always very present in our minds and we were 
able to focus a lot of energy on it. Working intensively also made us more visible and 
present to the young people, and people particularly enjoyed it if they saw us more than 
once. As we didn’t have a long run in time we couldn’t get too involved in other people’s 
agendas or needs. We were able to go and do our thing, and get a random rather than 
carefully selected sample of young people. This, we feel, kept the process open and fresh, 
and gave us a more unconscious response, rather than something formulated and 
conscious. However, it also meant that we were at the mercy of the weather and other 
variables. A rainy evening or an important football match might mean a quiet session. 
Again, visits to youth clubs were able to provide some balance against this. 
 
We found that everywhere we went young people were extremely welcoming and keen to 
interact with us. The few people who didn’t speak to us were those already engaged in an 
activity such as a game of basketball. Youth workers were sometimes wary, feeling that 
the young people they work with were ‘over consulted’, and often got nothing back from 
the process. However, when we explained our methodology, and the way the project 
worked as a thing in itself as well as a method of consultation, they were much happier for 
us to visit their project. Many requested that we send them copies of the stories and 
photographs so that they could also be displayed at the youth club. 
 
The work drew upon theories of Pasantia – passing through a social experience with a 
critical eye1. It also utilised our skills and knowledge of detached youth work practice, 
reminiscence and personal story work and playback theatre.  
 

                                      
1 As a theory of consultation Pasantia values above all talking to people, spending time with them on their 
territory. What follows is a dialogue, with no boundaries between researcher and community, action or 
research. People learn about each other. More information can be found in Arturo Ornelas “Pasantia and 
Social Participation: Participatory Action Research as a Way of Life” in Susan Smith, Dennis Willms and Nancy 
Johnson (Eds) Nurtured by Knowledge: Learning to do Participatory Action Research (New York: The Apex Press, 
1997) 
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Conclusions 
It is difficult to draw too many general and overarching conclusions. Each area had a 
distinctive character and responses varied a great deal. We have outlined these in the 
following area reports . However, there are a few interesting similarities to explore, and 
also some huge discrepancies. 
 
The young people we met in parks and green spaces all across Bristol were always 
delighted to have someone to talk to and something to do. They were generally excited by 
the movement of the bench around the city and the stories young people in other areas 
had told us – this was particularly the case for areas such as Lawrence Weston or 
Lockleaze, where the young people reported much less geographical mobility themselves.  
 
Young people everywhere we went used parks a lot. They knew where all the parks and 
green spaces were in the local areas, and had a subtle understanding of the different 
character of each. They were often involved in the creation of names for these spaces, 
and in myths and stories surrounding the sites. Often these names or stories required a 
certain amount of local knowledge, and so gave them a sense of being an ‘insider’ or a 
repository of local stories (for example, the fact that there is now only one shop by two 
shops park).  
Parks and green spaces seemed to represent both a mental and physical freedom to the 
young people we spoke to. They were somewhere they would exercise their body and 
exercise their imagination. Anything placed in a park, for example works of public art, 
would be incorporated into the myths they created. This seemed to work particularly well 
when this work was unframed, unexplained, allowing the young people to create their own 
meanings from it.  
 
Some parks were dangerous, edgy spaces. Sometimes this was exciting, and sometimes 
it tipped over into being frightening and unsafe, but young people seemed quite well skilled 
at defining this difference, knowing when it was too late to be in a particular space, or 
where they wouldn’t go alone. They seemed to operate as a place where young people 
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learned how to be independent, to live without adult intervention and protection. They also 
sometimes see parks as somewhere they can go to give adults a break from them.  
 
This way of using parks and green spaces means that young people can push boundaries 
and take risks. They particularly enjoyed difficult or dangerous physical activity, such as 
riding motorbikes or lighting fires. There was a very interesting conflict in a lot of young 
people we spoke to who found that their use of parks and green spaces was being 
hampered or ruined by problems that they themselves had caused by, for example, 
burning wheelie bins which led to the park being very unattractive. There was an 
acknowledgement that they themselves had created these problems, but there was also a 
desire from the young people to move on from that way of behaving, and this sort of 
vandalism or destruction was often seen as something ‘they used to do when they were 
younger’. This was a difficult issue for young people, but what is clear is that they have a 
need for challenges, learning to take risks, and a certain amount of chaos in what is 
otherwise, if they are in school, a highly structured and institutionalised life. For young 
women in particular, this use of parks as part of the transition into adult life meant they 
desired places to sit comfortably and chat, to be able to build strong social relationships 
and have time to dedicate to their friends. It also meant being somewhere they could be 
entertained by boys – for example, watching them play football. 
 

 
Overwhelmingly, young people wanted more of three things in their parks and green 
space: more swings, particularly swings that were not framed or designated as for very 
young children; places to ride bikes, motorbikes and scooters, and sometimes 
skateboards; and social places to sit and talk, possibly with some cover from the weather. 
The young people we spoke to seemed to respond particularly well to things being 
informal and unframed, so that they could feel they had discovered and claimed them for 
themselves.  
 
The main discrepancy we found, travelling from area to area, was how positive or negative 
young people were about their local area and their local parks, and how strong their sense 
of ownership and identity was. This varied hugely. In Southmead we felt that there was a 
huge amount of local pride and a very strong sense of identity. The young people were 
critical of the quality of some local parks, but still were overwhelmingly positive and 
displayed a strong sense of identity. In Lawrence Weston conversely, we were repeatedly 
told that there wasn’t anywhere to go and that ‘it’s shit round here’. There was much less 
confidence or ownership by the young people. Whilst in Southmead they immediately 
asked if they could create something like our bench themselves, in Lawrence Weston 
there was a strong sense that things were done for and to them, and were out of their 
control.  
 
In Knowle West we found a lot of negative reactions to the local parks and green spaces, 
and an assumption that anything done would be trashed, but there was a very strong 
ownership of parks and public space in general by young people. They were confident to 
use spaces in their way and claim their space. In Easton, we found young people did not 
frequent parks, green spaces or streets and public space anywhere near as much as other 
areas, particularly after dark. There were certain places they would go, but they were 
careful about who else was there and what was going on. We saw a lot more adults using 
public space here. In Horfield and Lockleaze young people, particularly the older young 
people we spoke to, felt there wasn’t much available to them, and that facilities tended to 
be focused on young children.  
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The following analyses from each area will explore in more detail how young people in 
each area respond to their parks and green spaces. As well as factual information about 
where and when we went, each analysis is broken down into the following areas:  
 
− What do Young People (Y.P.) think about the quality of green spaces? 
 
− Where do Y.P go and why? 
 
− What do Y.P. do in parks and green spaces? 
 
− Where is most important to Y.P? 
 
− What would Y.P like in their green spaces? What’s Missing? 
 
− How far do Y.P travel to get to green spaces? How do they travel? 
 
− What stops Y.P using certain spaces? 
 
− What do Y.P think and feel about their parks? 
 
− Who do Y.P go to green spaces with? 
 
The answers to the questions are composites, taken from all the conversations we had 
with different young people in the area. They are, by their nature, influenced by our 
interpretation and distillation. All the stories and thoughts we gathered have been included 
in this distillation process, and we feel it gives a fair overall representation of what we were 
told in each area. 
 
 
Amy Creech, Rebecca Gee and Refkah A’Court 
Once May 2005 
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Area Report: Southmead 

Site visited Date 
visited 

Time Conditions 
(weather, site conditions, 
atmosphere on the day…) 

No. of 
people 
talked to 
(approx) 

 
Glencoyne Square 
 

 
21/4/05 

5 – 
7.30pm 

Sunny afternoon, relaxed 
atmosphere, people coming and 
going 

12 

Doncaster Rd Park, 
Trymside. 
 
 

 
21/4/05 

 
8.30 – 
9.30pm 

Clear, dry, evening. Dark and 
quiet in parks 

0 

Glencoyne Square, 
Doncaster Road Park, 
Trymside. 
 
 

 
23/4/05 

 
5.30 – 
7.30pm 

Clear, dry and very quiet. 
Everywhere felt ‘dead’. Had been 
a Rovers home game that 
afternoon, where there was 
trouble. 

0 

Southmead Youth 
Club 

25/5/05 7 – 9pm Sunny warm evening. 30 (20 
female 
10 male) 

 

− What do Young People think about the quality of green spaces? 
Generally mixed. Some better than others, they have their favourites. But the people we 
spoke to were generally enthusiastic, used parks and green spaces regularly, and saw 
them as an important part of their life. Some people quoted the park they use most often 
as also being the ‘worst’ park locally. This might be due to familiarity. 
 
The parks that were quoted when asked what were the ‘worst’ parks locally were Embleton 
(small play area), and Doncaster Road. Lots of young people very clearly saw Doncaster 
Road Park as unsafe – We used to go to Doncaster Park all the time, but now we don’t. 
It’s scummy and full of druggies, drunks and dodgy people. There’s dogshit, and no swings 
anywhere. The smell of the stream in Trymside was an issue for some. The other quality 
issue that was noted was the presence of burnt out motorbikes, although a local youth 
worker also informed us that a consultation she had carried out recently had brought up 
the issue of how dark some of the parks are at night.  
 
− Where do Y.P go and why? 
The young people we spoke to all used a wide variety or parks and green spaces, both in 
Southmead and further a field. Some people had already been to many different parks that 
evening: ‘We went up the school field to see my brother after school, he plays football. 
Then we went to Baddocks, and The Ranch (Adventure Playground), then we came up 
here, to Embletons.’ People said they most commonly used whatever was closest to their 
home, maybe to pop in for a while after school. They also talked about knowing that if they 
went to a certain park, there would be people they knew there. However, they had a strong 
sense of the identity of the different parks, and were involved in the creation of stories and 
myths about them (The park with slow worms; dead man’s hill;) 
 
Many of the young people we spoke to used parks to walk their dogs, or would accompany 
friends walking dogs. They were very keen on using swings, and would seek out places 
because they had swings in. 
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Parks were seen by some as a place you could hide, or get away with stuff. One young 
person said they would go to a park when they were supposed to be in school, as no one 
would spot you there. Young people seemed to feel they had some level of freedom or 
autonomy in parks and green spaces, which were clearly very important to how they spent 
their leisure time. 
 
The young people we spoke to were quite prepared to travel for special facilities. Some 
young men on BMX’s said they would cycle over to St Georges park, due to the skate 
park, fairly regularly, or go to a skate park by The Dolphin swimming pool, in Filton.  
 
− What do young people do when they are in parks and green spaces? 
The young people we spoke to said they liked to ride bikes or play some football, but 
mostly saw parks and green spaces as a place to hang out with their friends, free from 
adult involvement or interference. When asked about the purpose of such spaces, one 
young person said ‘Parks are for having fun in.’ They also talked a lot about incidental 
interactions with nature – such as slow worms and bumblebees.  
 
− Where is most important to Y.P? 
The provision of a diversity of spaces seemed to be the most important thing.  

− What would Y.P like in their green spaces? What’s Missing? 
Some of the young people really enjoyed putting our bench together, and commented that 
they would like the opportunity to get involved in woodworking/construction projects or 
similar. They commented that it was something they didn’t get to do in school. They liked 
the presence of the round bench on Glencoyne Square, a social design for people to sit 
round and chat, and suggested that we leave it there. The need for more seating, in 
particular on Glencoyne Square, was also mentioned at the youth club, and the young 
people at the youth club enquired about the possibility of creating their own bench, 
possibly with some form of shelter over it as they felt existing park benches were often 
unusable because they were covered in bird droppings and they wanted to shelter from 
the wind. 
 
There was clearly an issue with young people wanting somewhere to ride motorbikes, 
bikes and scooters. This came up frequently; There’s nowhere proper to ride motorbikes, 
scramblers and that. They should make a proper place so we can use it. People just go 
everywhere cause there’s nowhere. There was also a mention of somewhere to 
skateboard, and one young person said they wanted a half pipe. 
 
− How far do Y.P travel to get to green spaces? How do they travel? 
Young people talked about going to skate parks in Filton, and to St Georges Park. They 
did not regard this as very far, and would travel on their bikes. Other people talked about 
going to Blaise Castle with their family by car. Whilst they most often used spaces that 
were closest to their home, they seemed to regularly travel around the estate to other 
parks and green spaces. 
 
− What stops Y.P using certain spaces? 

The younger end of the young people we spoke to were not allowed in some of the parks 
and green spaces (e.g. Baddocks Wood). People also talked about the attitude of the 
police. They felt that there would be an assumption that they were up to no good if they 
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were seen to be hanging about in parks, particularly if they went to the same place too 
often, and they would then get hassled.  
 
There was a sense that young people didn’t use spaces that they thought were of a poor 
quality – in particular Doncaster Park, but also Trymside because ‘it stinks’. They clearly 
chose not to use Doncaster Park, and again and again people articulated that they didn’t 
feel safe there due to adult behaviour. They also talked about Baddocks Wood being 
‘shut’, stopping them from using it. 
 
− What do Y.P think and feel about their parks? 
The young people in Southmead had a very strong sense of identity, and were very 
positive about the area in general, but clearly saw some of the parks as ‘dodgy’ or 
‘scummy’. However, for many young people they are a very important part of their world. 
They see them as a space of freedom and possibilities. The young ones also sometimes 
seem to find the scariness a part of the appeal.  
 
− Who do Y.P go to green spaces with? 

This seemed to be predominantly friends, but also family sometimes – particularly younger 
brothers or sisters. 
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Area Report: Lawrence Weston 

Site visited Date 
visited 

Time Conditions 
(weather, site conditions, 
atmosphere on the day…) 

No. of 
people 
talked to 
(approx) 

Green opposite shops on 
Ridingleaze, going down to 
Longcross.  
 

16/5/05 7pm – 
9.30 

Fairly grey evening, turning 
to rain eventually. A lot of 
people coming and going to 
shops and takeaways, or just 
hanging around for a while. 
Group of young men playing 
football. 

17 (16 
female 
and 9 
male) 

Avon Club, Longcross 
 
 

19/5/05 7pm – 
9.30 

Youth club night, with various 
sport based activities. We set 
up outside and engaged with 
various people having a 
cigarette or a breather. 
Showery, so we had to keep 
starting and stopping. Youth 
club was fairly quiet.  

15 (4 
female 
and 11 
male) 

“Gladiator” Park off 
Moorend Gardens.  
 

19/5/05 9.30 – 
9.40 

Getting dark, couple of 
people outside park 

2 males 

 

− What do Young People think about the quality of green spaces? 

There was a strong sense in Lawrence Weston that parks and green spaces were of very 
poor quality, or indeed that there weren’t many parks or green spaces around. They talked 
about fairly recent facilities, such as the skate park and the gladiator park being trashed 
already and very much having lost their shine. There was a sense of nostalgia about how 
they had been in the past: Now the parks are all trashed, they used to be good; The 
Gladiator aint nothing special. Back in the day it was, it aint now. 
 
 ‘2 shops park’, a small tumpy park by the shop, between Lawrence Weston Road and 
Deering Close, was seen as particularly poor quality. They talked a lot about things being 
burned or trashed by ‘them’: they vandalised the skate park; There’s no swings, they’ve 
burned them all down. People talked constantly about the lack of swings. They told us that 
swing seats had been removed for health and safety reasons, and that this bloke had told 
them that things couldn’t be replaced or improved because it’ll just happen again. It’s 
broke, so it just sits there. He said, this bloke, that we can’t do anything to it. 
 
− Where do Y.P go and why? 

Young people didn’t seem to use many of the green spaces that often. This was backed 
up by the information we got from a local youth worker, who said that they didn’t 
experience many young people hanging around. They crossed the green to access the 
shops on Ridingleaze, and would sometimes hang around there to chat. A group of young 
men were playing football on the green there too.  
 
The young people talked about going up to Blaise occasionally. A lot of them said they go 
up there in the height of summer, and talked about going in ‘The Plunge’. Blaise was also 
quoted as the only place that has swings. One young woman talked about having walked 
up to Blaise the previous weekend for exercise.  
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− What do Y.P. do when they are in parks and green spaces? 

Some young women talked about using local tennis courts to play tennis, and again, 
young people were walking dogs. A lot of young men said they played football, and some 
also talked about playing rugby. The same group said they would like to play cricket, but 
the grass was too long. People used parks to ride around on their bikes. Some young 
people used fields to ride motorbikes.  
 
The youth club had a large field that was being used for sport, and the young people using 
the club had recently created a really nice garden space. This was behind the youth club 
and behind a fence, looking quite protected. 
 
− Where is most important to Y.P? 

The young people we spoke to didn’t seem to attach much importance to the local parks. 
One person mentioned the skate park, but most people felt it was vandalised and unsafe. 
Most people liked Blaise, but seemed to use it infrequently. One young woman did say:  
Blaise is the best. We go up there in the summer and go in the plunge. It’s lush. On a hot 
sunny day what more could you ask for. 
 
− What would Y.P like in their green spaces? What’s Missing? 
One significant thing that was mentioned was that many of the young people currently do 
not have any green space at school, due to Portway School being rebuilt. The young 
people that attended Portway were quite unhappy about this, and said that by the time the 
new school was completed they would have left the school.  
 
Young people talked about wanting somewhere to ride motorbikes. They talked about 
trying to find really remote spots, where they were more likely to be left alone: There’s 
loads of space, but you still get people complaining.  
 
Almost all the young people we spoke to talked about there not being any swings. They 
liked the play equipment designed for older young people at Blaise, and mentioned a zip 
line. They also liked the idea of the Gladiator, but felt it had been vandalised. They enjoyed 
using our bench and having somewhere social to sit 
 
− How far do Y.P travel to get to green spaces? How do they travel? 

The young people we spoke to mentioned going to the Mall as a place to hang out, and 
described cycling out there. One person talked about St Georges Park as being cool. 
Other people talked about going to places in Southmead or Lockleaze, as they had friends 
from school or family there. One young person talked about a regular bus ride to 
Bedminster with her mum. Some young men described trekking out to Cabot Park, which 
they described as being the other side of the motorway. Young people talked about 
walking up to Blaise, which they said took about half an hour.  
 
− What stops Y.P using certain spaces? 
A lot of young people talked about feeling unsafe. We were told not to stay on Ridingleaze 
after dark, and young people talked about having to hide things like cigarettes to stop 
people stealing them when they go into parks. People said they didn’t use the skate park 
as …there’s too many druggies down there.  
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− What do Y.P think and feel about their parks? 
There seemed to be very little sense of ownership of the parks and green spaces young 
people in Lawrence Weston have access to. They talk about other people wrecking the 
spaces, and see it as out of their control to either stop this or improve the provision. Whilst 
they did seem to like Blaise Castle, they saw it more as somewhere people from other 
areas came to.  
 
− Who do Y.P go to green spaces with? 
 
Mainly friends. A few people talked about visiting family in other parts of the city, and then 
using the parks there. 
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Area Report: Horfield 

Site visited Date 
visited 

Time Conditions 
(weather, site 
conditions, atmosphere 
on the day…) 

No. of 
people 
talked to 
(approx) 

Walked section of Horfield 
Common on Kellaway 
Avenue with tennis courts 
and bowling grounds.  
 
 

26/04/05 4.30 – 
6.00 

Clear, then the rain set in. 
Lots of Adults walking 
dogs or coming to play 
tennis. There were a few 
y.p hiding from the rain in 
the play area. 

0 

Sports ground on Filton 
Avenue. 
 
 

26/04/05 6.00 – 
7.30 

Gray and rainy. Small 
group of young people 
sheltering from rain by 
abandoned club 
buildings. 

0 

By children’s play area on 
thin strip of Horfield 
common where Kellaway 
Avenue and Gloucester 
Road meet. 
 
 

28/04/05 3.30 – 
6.30 

Clear day, some sun, 
getting colder as got later. 
Small groups of y.p 
hanging out or playing 
football and cricket. 

8 (4 
female 4 
male) 

Outside Lockleaze Youth 
Centre on Gainsborough 
Square. 

28/04/05 7.30 – 
9.30 

Clear, cool evening. 
People coming and going 
around centre and 
square. Loud music 
playing in centre, very 
relaxed atmosphere. 

30 (18 
female 
12 male) 

 

− What do Young People think about the quality of green spaces? 
There was a strong sense of take it or leave it. We go to this park because it’s on the way 
home. We hang out in the square because its there. The quality assessment came through 
in the feeling of lack of provisions for certain age groups. A sense of their being nothing 
there, nothing for them. 
 
− Where do Y.P go and why? 
Some young people we met go to Horfield common as it’s ‘on the way home’. Being on the 
route from school (monks park) to home makes it a good stopping place. Others were 
using it to play football and cricket, again, a large space, close to home. 
The sports ground on Filton Avenue (the rec) was repeatedly described as a place where 
you can go and drink alcohol. A place with dark corners, hidden from the streets. People 
also said it was a summer place, to play football or have a barbeque in. Gainsborough 
square is being used as a social meeting place, to hang out and meet people. Some 
people also spoke about Poets Park as a place to hang out in. 
 
Young people we spoke to in Horfield common (12 – 14 age range) would often go outside 
of the city to farms and green spaces on days out with family… Cleavdon, the animal farm 
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at Brean, Noah’s Ark. They had also visited Windmill Hill City Farm when younger. Young 
people in both Horfield common and Lockleaze spoke of going to town on the bus. 
 

− What do young people do when they are in parks and green spaces? 

Some people were using Horfield common to just hang out in, meet friends, sit on the 
swings and watch the world go by. Some were using the common to play sports (football, 
cricket) on. Lots of bikes rode through, back and forth as we set up our bench. Pur Down 
seemed to be used to walk in, make up stories and find things in. 
For the older young people the emphasis was on hanging out, talking and smoking 
together. 
 
− Where is most important to Y.P? 
No one place stood out as being important to the young people we spoke to. Although 
there was no anger or disillusionment with the area there was a sense from the young 
people we met in Lockleaze of boredom with the space around them. There was no 
attachment or identity with it, it is just space to be in. 
 

− What would Y.P like in their green spaces? What’s Missing? 
The older age range (15,16) wanted spaces to be, to hang out in, sit in, smoke in, and be 
sheltered from the rain. The youth centre in Lockleaze is a day centre and used by lots of 
other groups, the young people we met were very respectful of that but wanted 
somewhere of their own. Gainsborough square has been kitted out for little kids and there 
was a sense that the young people had been left out. 

‘We used to go up the venture but that’s for kiddies innit?’  
‘I don’t go in the park anymore, I’m too old for that’ 

People wanted to be outside and away from it all, but felt all the provision was targeted at 
young children. Many people said we should leave our bench in Gainsborough square, 
liking its sociable layout. 
 
Some young men mentioned wanting somewhere to ride bikes and mini-motors on. 
Some young people were playing football on the common despite it being close to a busy 
road and often losing their ball to the traffic. This was the closest large space near to their 
homes and they felt unsafe in the rec (Sports ground on Filton Avenue). A barrier to the 
road on Horfield common in places might be appreciated. 
 
− How far do Y.P travel to get to green spaces? How do they travel? 
Some Young people were regularly walking from the common over to Lockleaze to get to 
Pur Down or the adventure playground and then down to Southmead's parks and the 
Ranch (APG). Aunts, Uncles and Grandparents living in different parts of the area made 
these movements make sense or feel safer for the young people. Family would also drive 
them further a field for days out to farms or Blaise. One young man in Lockleaze spoke of 
always moving and mentioned parks in Easton he would go to.  
On the other hand, many of the older young people we spoke to in Lockleaze said they 
wouldn’t bother to go far. There was a sense of being stuck on a hill with nothing to do. 
 
− What stops Y.P using certain spaces? 
The Horfield Sports ground on Filton Avenue (the rec) had an edge for some of the 
younger people we spoke to. There was talk of fights there and drinking which would put 
some off. Some also saw Elm Park fair in Filton as dangerous. 
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The curfew on Gainsborough Square was mentioned, although everyone had a different 
story about it and many weren’t bothered by it, as it didn’t seem to be being enforced.  
 

− What do Y.P think and feel about their parks? 

The younger age range (12,13,14) seemed quite content with the green spaces they used. 
They varied and had different uses for them, some had an edge or a perceived danger to 
be avoided but on the whole were good.  
The older young people we met (15,16) were bored and frustrated. Parks aren’t for them, 
they’re for little kids. They want somewhere they can be with their friends and not be 
bothered. Somewhere comfortable. 
 

− Who do Y.P go to green spaces with? 

Mostly with friends although some young people would be driven further a field by family 
on the weekends. 
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Area Report: Knowle West 

Site visited Date 
visited 

Time Conditions 
(weather, site conditions, 
atmosphere on the day…) 

No. of 
people 
talked to 
(approx) 

Hengrove Play Park 
 
 

09/05/05 4 – 
4.45pm 

Starting to rain, Very quiet 
and grey. 

1 (male) 

Melvin Square 
 

09/05/05 5 – 
6.15pm 

Weather clearing up. Busy 
atmosphere, lots of people 
visiting shops and take-
away. 

18 
(7 female, 
11 male) 

Filwood Fields entrance
 
 

09/05/05 7 – 9pm Clear but cold evening. Set 
up with detached youth 
work team, next to their tea 
kit. Relaxed atmosphere 
sitting and chatting. 

7  
(2 female, 
5 male) 

Hengrove skate park 10/05/05 6.30 – 
7pm 

Very busy, focussed activity 
and positive, friendly 
atmosphere. There were 40 
plus young people there 
(male and female). 

3 (male) 

Redcatch Park 10/05/05 7.15 – 
8.45pm 

Clear but cold evening. 
Very quiet. Some football 
and basketball being 
played. 
We saw mopeds ride 
through the park on 4 
occasions within the space 
of an hour. 

8  
(5 female, 
3 male)  

 

− What do Young People think about the quality of green spaces? 
There were a lot of negative feelings about parks in the area. That they are rubbish, 
there’s nothing in them and anything put in them will get trashed. Many people said that 
there is no best park. There is an awareness of being trapped in a vicious cycle of 
destruction. Green spaces are perceived as rubbish because they are burnt out or trashed 
and as soon as a new bench is put in to make it more positive, that is what will happen to it 
because that’s what those spaces are about. 
 
− Where do Y.P go and why? 

Many young people in Knowle move around from space to space… 
‘we just walk around’…’we go here there and everywhere’  
There was a clear sense that the usage pattern of green spaces shifts with seasons and 
trends. One month Filwood is popular, the next Perrets Park. 
Hengrove skate park is regularly used for skating and BMXing, it was mentioned a couple 
of times as the ‘best’ park, it has stuff in it, things to do. Melvin Square appeared to be 
passed through or walked around to get to shops. Filwood fields are used to sit in, build 
fires or dens in. The slope is the most mentioned feature in Perrets Park – to ride bikes or 
sledges down. The Imperial Ground was mentioned as a meeting place for fights with 
young people from different schools.  
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Redcatch Park was described as where people would go to drink, it was also where 
people would go to ride scooters and mini-motors. We saw lots of focussed sports activity 
in Redcatch park, football and a very organised game of basketball. People in Redcatch 
Park were very positive about it as a place, that many boys would come and play football 
in and that the girls would come and watch. We saw young women on their own and in 
pairs who didn’t appear to be intimidated or concerned at being there on their own. 
 

− What do young people do when they are in parks and green spaces? 
Football and group games like manhunt featured highly with the boys. Climbing trees and 
building dens was mentioned by lots of people. There is a desire for physical risk and 
adventure, to do impossible tricks on bikes, to climb and fall out of trees, to ride 
motorbikes, fast. There is a need to push themselves physically and find an edge, 
particularly from boys. Girls wander around, chat with friends or watch the boys playing 
sports. Drinking, drugs and sex were mentioned frequently by boys and girls (some of this 
may have been bravado).  
 
− Where is most important to Y.P? 
No one place is everyone’s favourite. There is a strong sense of identity and connection 
with the area and a pride in knowing all its corners and streets. There was a conflict of 
feeling between a pride of place and resentment towards the space not being of good 
quality. Different groups had different favourite patches they would frequent, and this 
would go through phases of change. 
 

− What would Y.P like in their green spaces? What’s Missing? 
There was a definite conflict raised by what young people felt and told us in Knowle. They 
strongly desired more positive activities, street furniture and objects in their spaces but in 
the same breath would always say anything positive would just be destroyed.  

‘If you put benches in there they’d just get burnt out, they wouldn’t last till tomorrow’ 
‘You can’t leave your bench in here, it’ll get trashed or nicked. You could lock it up…like 
this bin look’ 
There was a sadness and regret in this belief that anything positive wouldn’t last long here. 
A further twist of this conflict in some young people was the acknowledgement that they 
had been or were sometimes the perpetrators of this destruction. 
For example, a debate with a group of boys arose from one person’s suggestion of putting 
barbeques on Filwood fields where lots of bins and benches have been burnt out recently. 
One young person said that they felt that if designated places for fires were put in, the 
whole park would get burnt out. This was challenged by others, who felt that if there were 
places to have fires people would just use them instead of burning out bins. The young 
people acknowledged that they had in the past burnt out bins on Filwood fields and that it 
was the burnt out bins that stopped them using the fields to sit in. 
 
Green spaces with things to do and see in. Safer green spaces, some young girls pointed 
out the dangers of parks they perceive for them, as women. People wanted more benches 
and places to sit, it was pointed out that Melvin square has no-where to sit in it. Places to 
have fires. Places to ride motorbikes and scooters are sought after.  
 
− How far do Y.P travel to get to green spaces? How do they travel? 
Young people in Knowle walk and use their bikes to get around.  Some would travel as far 
as Dundry and Ashton Court to ride bikes and be out.  
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− What stops Y.P using certain spaces? 

Because they are boring and there’s nothing in them (Filwood fields). Because they’ve 
been trashed or burnt out. Some girls felt that parks (in general) were dangerous to them. 
Some young people had been scared of being followed or mugged in Filwood fields. They 
talked about having found used needles in dens they had built, which had put them off 
using the park in this way. They also talked about the use of curfews and dispersal orders 
on spaces such as Melvin Square. Many young people had been moved on by police, and 
some talked about getting chased out of parks and green spaces.  
 

− What do Y.P think and feel about their parks? 
Some feel that they are ruined and a lost cause. There was a disparaging sense of parks. 
Wasted space to waste time in. Others felt they were functional, spaces to play football, 
ride bikes, watch boys play football and climb trees in. 
 

− Who do Y.P go to green spaces with? 
Friends and brothers and sisters. 
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Area Report: Easton 

Site visited Date 
visited 

Time Conditions 
(weather, site conditions, 
atmosphere on the day…) 

No. of 
people 
talked to 
(approx) 

The Mill Youth Centre 
 
 

03/05/05 6.00 - 
9.00 

Rainy evening, put up bench 
inside. Computer games 
being played. Very few Y.P 
at youth centre. Quite young. 

8, (7 
male 1 
female) 

Chelsea Park 
 
 

05/05/05 4.00 - 
6.00 

Showery and sunny. Quite 
buzzy after school 
atmosphere. YP quite 
uncurious or bothered by our 
presence. 

17, (4 
males 13 
females) 

City side of Stapleton 
Road, Rawnsley Road Park 
and green around the 
leisure centre. 

05/05/05 6.30 
– 
7.15 

Lots of young adults hanging 
around on streets and green 
spaces. Dealing going on. 
Solo men. Felt unsafe. Only 
a couple of YP playing, half 
in their garden. 

0 

Eastville Park 
 

05/05/05 7.30 
– 
8.30 

Walked the different areas, 
very empty, vast and dark. 
Occasional solo dog walker 
or lone man. Felt very empty 
with little sense of local 
ownership. 

0 

St Georges Park 05/05/05 8.45 
– 
9.30 

Some YP using skate park, 
fishing and dog walking, but 
drifting off. Very involved in 
what they were doing, not 
wanting to engage. 

0 
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− What do Young People think about the quality of green spaces? 

Not any really strong opinions. Younger ones liked Fox Road Park, mostly because of its 
location rather than any facilities. Eastville Park was thought of as exciting during the day 
by the younger ones and dangerous at night by older YP. The smaller green spaces were 
criticised  for “not having anything in them”, such as the park opposite the gym on Chelsea 
Road and the one on the corner of High Street and Bellevue Road. Young people seemed 
to like Chelsea Park for its facilities and location. There was little or no opinion on the look 
of the parks as in other areas. 

 
- Where do Y.P go and why? 
 
Fox Road Park is used because “its where we all live” especially by younger age groups. 
They play football and play there. Eastville Park and St Georges represented more of an 
adventure, a proper trip to the park with family, for a reason, or with Youth Workers to play 
football, though there were one or two who wandered up there alone. YP on the way home 
from school use Chelsea Park as a stopping off point, lots of games being played (e.g. 
manhunt) and groups hanging out. The older ones said they came back lots in the 
evenings, for general social reasons and football. Mostly the girls site chatting and being 
together as their reasons for being there. 
 

− Where is most important to Y.P? 
Those using Chelsea Park had a strong association with having used it since they were 
little and having grown up with the park. Those living around Fox Park seemed to have a 
sense of that being their world in which they felt safe and free. The youth club and the 
outdoor space it provided was also felt be important and the YP had a strong sense of 
ownership over this. 

 

− What would Y.P like in their green spaces? What’s Missing? 
Very little comment on this, other than the smaller green spaces were criticised  for “not 
having anything in them”, such as the park opposite the gym on Chelsea Road and the 
one on the corner of High Street and Bellevue Road. However there also seemed to be a 
perceived lack of safety in these areas which may be a bigger influence. A perception of 
safety is probably what is missing most in this area. 

 
How far do Y.P travel to get to green spaces? How do they travel? 

There seemed to be very little travelling being done by young people across the area, for 
example those that went to Fox Road Park didn’t go to Chelsea Park and vice versa. 
Convenience of location was a very strong factor, near school or home, ideally in between. 
 

− What stops Y.P using certain spaces? 
There was a strong perception by the older YP that Eastville Park was not safe. They also 
felt it was a long way to go and out of their domestic zone. A slight sense of intimidation 
from other YP was felt in regards to Chelsea Park, girls saying they only came in 
depending on who was there and not there. 
 

− What do Y.P think and feel about their parks? 
The general feeling was that for those who use them for family recreation, football and 
habitual hanging out after school there is a strong understanding of what they mean to 
them and that they are an important part of their daily lives. But in Easton generally there 
Parks & Green Spaces Consultation with Young People and a Bench  Once May 2005 
once@fsmail.net   07969 746720 21



seems to be much less of a street, outdoor culture in the young people and therefore not 
much strong feeling either way. They had very little sense of ownership and identity 
relating to hanging out in parks. The outdoor public space is markedly busy and quite 
dominated by young adults. 
 

− Who do Y.P go to green spaces with? 
The younger ones go to near by parks together and to the bigger ones with family. The 
older ones with school friends. 
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